
WORD ORPHANS
by Greg deBeer

You are all word orphans from a large family, and your goal is to deduce 
who your parents are. The only way to succeed is by figuring out what you 
have in common with the other children in your generation, especially 
those who share a parent with you- so get mixing!

• There are 55 unique children in the pool

• There are 11 parents to identify

• Each parent had exactly one child with each other parent (words are genderless)

• All words (both children and parents) are common 5 letter words

• Symbols on the the child cards indicate parent identities

• If cards share symbols, then those children are half-siblings (i.e. they share a 
parent word)

• The order of the parent symbols on the cards is random.

• Each child inherits 2 letters from one parent, and the remaining 3 letters from 
the other parent.

• Inherited letters remain in the same relative place in the word when passed from 
parent to child

• No child is identical to any parent in the pool. There may be identical twins in 
the pool.

• Use the solving grid in any way you see fit to help you identify your parents.

Example:

If the pool was generated from only 3 Parent Words:
BARGE FEINT ALARM

The Child Words would be:
BarGE + fEInt = BEIGE
BargE + aLARm = BLARE
FeInT + aLaRm = FLIRT


